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Planets:

You have to get up early to view the usual naked eye, and some challenging 
planets and asteroids.

All of them is doing a dance around the sky in the early hours. This has been 
enthusiastically observed by our ASSA Pretoria observing group members for a 
while already. Only Mercury will move out of the picture and will soon start 
making an appearance early in the evening.

If you have missed out, it is time to get up early. Later in May you can use the 
Moon to find the planets.

May 22 Moon near Saturn

May 24 Moon near Mars and Neptune

May 25 Moon near Jupiter. 

May 25 to 27 Moon near Venus at Noon. Use the chance to spot Venus in 
Daylight. Venus will be 20 degrees west of the Moon on the 25th and 8 degrees 
on the 26th. On the 27th the Moon will be 3 degrees east of Venus.

May 28 Moon near Uranus

May 29 Moon near Mercury. Possibly not easy to see.

Total Lunar eclipse, early morning of May 16. Moon will enter the penumbra at 
03:30 and the umbra at 04:30. Total eclipse start at 05:30. The Moon will set for 
use while still totally eclipsed.

Close approaches:

Venus and Jupiter, only 0.3 degrees apart on May 1.

And on May 29 Mars and Jupiter will be 0.6 degrees apart.

With a reasonably low power eyepiece, you can see two planets in one view. If 
you can fit the whole Moon in an eyepiece field (>0.5 degrees) you can see both 
planets, using that eyepiece.

Some local star lore:

The South African farming community (Afrikaanse Boere), believe that the first 
frost will appear when the seven sisters (Pleiades) sets with the Sun. According 
to my reckoning that will happen around 15 May. Start getting the winter clothes
ready and check if this belief holds water (frost).

Some science fiction lore:

May the 4th, Star Wars day. 



And while we play around with science fiction we may as well try and see some 
special stars, a white and red dwarf. It may be a bit late, but these should be 
visible early in May (and earlier) for about an hour after sunset. Just “under” 
Orion you will see the stars of Eridanus, the river.

In Star Trek lore, Vulcan is the home of logic, learning and the deeply beloved 
first officer Mr. Spock. 
While Vulcan is fictional, the star system it belongs to–40 Eridani–is very real. 
It’s located only 16.5 light-years away from Earth and its primary star can be 
spotted with the naked eye.

Look for Omicron 2 Eridani, also called 40 Eridani. Also named Keid.

83” away will be seen Omicron 2B. First white dwarf identified in 1910. Mag. 9.8

7.5” distance from Omicron 2B. Red dwarf. Mag 10.8. Variable (Flare Star) DY 
Eridani.

May the 4th be with you. 

Logical greetings from Vulcan.

Lastly, with winter approaching and some nice star parties coming up it is time to
dust off your equipment and start using/practising it. 

Hopefully we will also be able to resume normal activities soon. I have seen too 
many people struggling with untested equipment at star parties. Sort out 
technical issues before, in the comfort of your home. And plan how you will pack 
it. I also saw too many people arriving at a star party without some critical part 
of their gear. Do not ask me how I know this.

The point is, get ready so that when we are ready, so are you and your 
equipment. The various “experts” in our society will gladly help you.


